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EDUCATION:

 

B.A. Philosophy: University of California, Los Angeles 

Ph.D. Philosophy, University of Pennsylvania

 

 

AREAS OF SPECIALIZATION:

 

Contemporary Epistemology and Metaphysics

History of Analytic Philosophy 

Modern Philosophy 

Philosophy of Language 

Philosophy of Mind

 

 

AREAS OF COMPETENCE:

 

Logic

Ethics

Applied Ethics (Biomedical, Engineering, Law)
American Philosophy

Classics of Western Civilization

 

 

PRIMARY TEACHING EXPERIENCE: University of Nevada (since September, 1990)

The History and Philosophy of Science (fall 2009)

Great Philosophers: Plato and Nietszche (fall 2008)

Philosophy of Death and Dying (fall 2008)

American Philosophy (fall 2005)

Theory of Knowledge (spring 1993, spring 1998, spring 2004, spring 2005, spring 2006) 

Metaphysics (spring 1994, fall 2004)

Contemporary Philosophy (fall 1991, spring 2000) 

Introduction to Philosophy (innumerable times) 

Philosophy of Language (spring 1991, spring 2003)

Honors Seminar on Pragmatism (fall 1999)

Early Modem Philosophy (fall 2000)

Nineteenth-Century Philosophy (spring 2001)

Reasoning and Critical Thinking (innumerable times)

History of Western Civilization: 1600 to the Present (UNLV honors college, spring 1998) 

Honors Reasoning and Critical Thinking (UNLV honors college, fall 1998) 

History of Western Civilization 600 B C to 1600 (UNLV honors college, fall 1998) 

Formal Logic (summer 1994)

 

 

PRINT:

“Possible Worlds of Doubt,” forthcoming in Acta Analytica.
"Contextualism, Sensitivity and Modal Circularity," forthcoming in Southwest Philosophical Studies.
“Skeptical Invariantistism and Warranted Assertability Arguments,” forthcoming in Sorites: A Digital Journal of Analytic Philosophy, 11/2007.

“Truth or Consequences,” forthcoming in Rosophya (a new quarterly, peer reviewed bi-lingual philosophy journal with an international board, based in Bucharest), 8/08. 

“Skepticism, Contextualism, Externalism and Modality,” Principia: An International Journal of Epistemology 10(2), 2007, pp. 171-188.

“Epistemic Contextualism and Skeptical Epistemology,” forthcoming in Philosophiegeschichte Und Logiche Analyse (Logical Analysis and the History of Philosophy), vol. 11:  Knowledge, Logic, and Reasoning (2008).

 “From Contextualism to Skepticism,” An Anthology of Philosophical Studies, ed. Patricia Hanna, Adrianne McEvoy, Penelope Voutsina (Athens: Atiner, Athens Institute for Education and Research, 2006), pp. 43-50.

 "Moral Realism, Supervenience, Externalism and the Limits of Perceptual Metaphor,"

Protosociology: The International Journal and Interdisciplinary Project (vol. 4, 2004: 320-373).

“World's Minds Meet in Turkey,” with David Beisecker, The Philosopher's Magazine (Sept. 2003) (conference review).

"The Pragmatic Value of Pragmatic Values, Dialogos (Jl 04; 39(84); 179-191).

"Knowledge, Content and the Wellsprings of Objectivity," in Concepts of Meaning: Framing an Integrated Theory of Linguistic Behavior, Philosophical Studies Series 92, ed. Preyer, Peter and Ulkan (Dordreht: Klewer Academic Publishers, 2003), pp. 223-250. 

"Does Analytic Philosophy Terminate in Pragmatism?" Philosophiegeschichte Und Logiche Analyse (Logical Analysis and the History of Philosophy), 2002; 5: 111-140).

“Moscow Nights,” with Todd Jones and David Beisecker, The Philosopher's Magazine (April, 2001) (conference review).

“More Fun than Pigs,” The Philosopher's Magazine (April, 2001). (conference review).

"Epistemological Realism as an Intuitive Doctrine Dialogos (Jl 01; 36(78): 55-73).

“Review of ‘The Role of the Unrealizable’ by Dorothy Emmet.” Mind 95 (104(414): 413-419). (book review).
"Metaphysical Realism as Less Than a Dogma" Dialogos (Jl 00; 35(76): 85-95).

"Objectivity, Triangulation and the Skeptic," Southwest Philosophy Review (Ja 99; 15(1): 17-26).

"Knowledge, Objectivity, and the Aspirations of Immanence," Dialectica (1998; 52(4): 291-318).

"Epistemological Realism as the Skeptic's Heart of Darkness," Journal of Philosophical Research (Ja 98; 23: 165-217).

"Posits and Positing," Southwest Philosophy Review (Ja 97; 13(1): 91-102).

"Semantic Indeterminacy and the Realist Stance," Erkenntnis (N 92; 37(3): 281-308). 

………………………………………………………………………………………………………

Unpublished, Completed or in preparation

“Kant, Eiseley and Eco-Phenomenology”

“Appropriateness, Implicature and Warranted Assertability,” submitted to Mind, 10/2009

“Moral Knowledge and Moral Factuality,” being revised and resubmitted in accordance with readers’ suggestions to Critica, 8/2008.

“Free Will Contextualism,” in preparation.

 PRESENTATIONS:

“Doubt and Modality,” XXIInd  World Congress of Philosophy,” Seoul, South Korea, August 2008. 

“Contextualism, Sensitivity, and Modal Circularity,” 59th Annual New Mexico-West Texas Philosophical Society, El Paso, TX, April 2008.
“Possible Worlds of Doubt,” Mid-South Philosophy Conference, Memphis, TN, Feb. 2008.
“Skepticism, Contextualism, Externalism and Modality” at 58th Annual Northwest Philosophy Conference, Nov. 4-5, 2006.

“Skepticism, Contextualism, Externalism and Modality” at 60th Annual Mountain-Plains Philosophy Conference, Sept. 2006.

"The Skeptic as Contextualist,” 1st Annual Athens Institute for Education and Research International Conference on Philosophy, Athens, Greece, June 2006.

“From Skepticism to Contextualism,” New Mexico/South Texas Philosophical Association, Las Cruces, New Mexico, April 2006.

“From Skepticism to Contextualism,” Mid-South Philosophy Conference, Memphis, TN, Feb. 2006.

 “The War of the War of the Worlds,” 18th Annual Far West Popular and American Culture, Jan. 27th-29th, 2006.

 
“The Skeptic as Contextualist,” Northwest Philosophy Conference, Seattle, WA, Oct. 2005.
 

“Why is Moral Knowledge So Hard to Come By?” Inland Northwest Philosophy Conference: Knowledge and Skepticism, Moscow, Idaho, Texas, May 2004.

 “Why is Moral Knowledge So Hard to Come By?” New Mexico/South Texas Philosophical Association, San Antonio, Texas, May 2004.

"Truth or Consequences" at XXIst World Congress of Philosophy,” Istanbul, Turkey, August, 2003. 

"The Pragmatic Value of Pragmatic Values," Northwest Philosophical Association, idOct. 2001.

"Is the Skeptic's Reasoning Our Own," Inland Northwest Philosophy Conference: Reason and Rationality, April 1999.

 "Objectivity, Triangulation and the Skeptic," Southwest Philosophical Association Conference, Nov. 1998.

"Objectivity, Triangulation and the Skeptic," Mountain-Plains Philosophical Association Conference, Oct. 1998.

"Metaphysical Realism as Less than a Dogma," Inland Northwest Philosophy Conference Realism and Antirealism, April 1998.

"The Adequacy of Naturalized Epistemology," Realist/Antirealist Discussion Group Session, Pacific Division of the American Philosophical Association, March 1998.

"Objectivity, Triangulation and the Skeptic," Realist/Antirealist Discussion Group Session, Mid-western Division of the American Philosophical Association, May 1998.
"Knowledge, Content and the Wellsprings of Objectivity," Northwest Philosophical Association Conference, Nov. 1997.

"Posits and Positing," Northwest Philosophical Association Conference, Oct. 1996. "Posits and Positing," Southwest Philosophical Association Conference, Nov. 1996.

"Metaphysical Realism, Epistemological Realism, and the Naturalness of Skepticism," Realist/Antirealist Discussion Group Session, Pacific Division of the American Philosophical Association, April 1996.

"Naming and Rule Following," Eastern Pennsylvania Philosophical Association Conference, Nov. 1988.

 

 

COMMENTARIES, PANAL DISCUSSIONS AND CHAIRING ASSIGNMENTS:

Commentary on Ryan Johnson’s “Locating the Abject in the Third Critique,” 60th Annual New Mexico-West Texas Philosophical Society, El Paso, TX, April 2008.
Commentary on Michael Morales’ “Stroud’s Humean Skepticism,” New Mexico-West Texas Philosophical Society, El Paso, TX, April 2009
Commentary on Matthew Altman “A Case Study of Practical Pluralism: The Convergence between Kant’s Anthropocentrism and an Environmental Ethic,” Inland Northwest Philosophy Conference: The Environment, Moscow, ID, March 2009.

Commentary on Charles Lassiter’s “Misunderstanding: a Concern for Causal Theories,” 59th Annual New Mexico-West Texas Philosophical Society, El Paso, TX, April 2008.
Commentary on Todd Jones “The Ur-Kind in the Social Sciences and Why it Can’t Cause Anything,”
Inland Northwest Philosophy Conference: Carving Nature at its Joints, Moscow, ID, March 2008.

Commetary on Sharon Mason’s “Knowledge and Certainty: The Case Against Dogmatism”,
31st Annual Mid-South Philosophy Conference, Memphis, TN, Feb. 2008.

Chair of “Ontological Pluralism” session, Inland Northwest Philosophy Conference (Metametaphysics) Boise, ID, March 2007.

Commentary on Yual Chiek’s “The Occasional Genius: The Case Against Reliabilism” at 58th Annual Northwest Philosophy Conference, Portland, OR, Nov. 2006. 

Commentary on “The Impertinence of Frankfurt-Style Arguments” at the Inland Northwest Philosophy: Action, Ethics and Responsibility, Conference, Moscow, ID, April 2006.

Commentary on Robert Barnard's "Sketching a Functionalist Theory of Epistemic Justification" at 30th Annual Mid-South Philosophy Conference, Memphis, TN, Feb. 2006.

Commentary on Todd Jones’ "Multiple Realizability: Fagetaboutit" at the Inland Northwest Philosophy Conference: Time and Identity, Moscow, ID, May 2005.

Commentary on Peter Murphy’s “Effective Skeptical Scenarios”at 36th Annual Tennessee Philosophical Association Conference, Nashville, TN, Nov. 2004.

Commentary on Michael Wolf’s “Reference and Incommensurability: What Rigid Designation Won’t Get You,” 58th Mountain-Plains Philosophy Conference, Oct. 2004.

Commentary for "Hume's Skeptical Naturalism" and "Hume on Certainty, Knowledge and Probability: Anticipating the Disintegration for the Analytic/Synthetic Divide?" at 30th Annual Hume Society, Las Vegas, NV, 2003.

Commentary on "How Does the Social Environment Contribute to Semantic Contents?" by Ori Simchen, Inland Northwest Philosophy Conference: on Law and Social Justice, May 2002. 

Commentary on Steven Duncan’s "The Necessity of Divine Knowledge", Northwest Philosophical Association, Oct. 2001.

Commentary on "On the Traditional Answer to Ancient and Modern Relativism" by David McGraw, Society for the Contemporary Assessment of Platonism, American Philosophical Association Pacific Division meeting, April 2000.

Commentary on Theodore Sider’s "Time and Temporal Parts"(Symposium), Northwest Philosophical Association, Oct. 2000.

Commentary on "On Plato's Summoners: A New Method for Interpreting the Dialogues" by Miriam Newton, Society for the Contemporary Assessment of Platonism, American Philosophical Association Pacific Division meeting, April 2000.

Commentary on Dana Nelkin’s "The Sense of Freedom" Inland Northwest Philosophy Conference: Freedom and Determinism, April 2001.

Commentary on Asher Seidel’s "A Realistic Appraisal of the Sorites Paradox," Society for the Contemporary Assessment of Platonism, American Philosophical Association Midwestern Division meeting, April, 1999.

Commentator on Mark Moes’ "Plato's Dialogues and Greek Medicine," Inland Northwest Philosophy Conference Society for the Contemporary Assessment of Platonism, American Philosophical Association Midwestern Division meeting, April 1999.

Commentary on Sharon Kaye’s  "Russell, Strawson, and William of Ockham", Realist/Antirealist Discussion Group Session, American Philosophical Association Midwestern Division meeting, April 1998.

Commentary on Henry Jackson’s "Externalism, Skepticism, and the Pragmatics of Justification", Realist/Antirealist Discussion Group Session, American Philosophical Association Midwestern Division meeting, April 1998.

Commentary on Jeffrey Hershfield’s and Deborah Hanson Soles’ "Escaping Charybdis: Truth as an Explanatory Concept," Inland Northwest Philosophy Conference: Truth and Meaning, April 1998.

Commentary on "The Metaphysics of Squaring Realism with Referential Indeterminacy," by Mary Kate McGowan, Inland Northwest Philosophy Conference: Realism and Antirealism, April 1998.

Commentary on Michael Roark’s "What You Have in Mind," Northwest Philosophical Association Conference, Oct 1997.

Commentary on Charles Wallis’ "Consciousness, Context and Know How", Northwest Philosophical Association Conference, Oct. 1996.

Commentary on Francis and Daniel Howard Snyder’s "What Gettier Did Not Teach Us", Midwestern Division of the American Philosophical Association, April 1996.

 

GRADUATE PHILOSOPHY COURSES TAKEN: University of Pennsylvania (transcripts available on Request)

 

Theory of Knowledge, Metaphysics, Proseminar (2 semesters), Symbolic Logic I and II; Topics in the Philosophy of Science (Special and General Relativity Theory), Topics in the Philosophy of Mathematics (Intuitionism), History of Analytic Philosophy I and II (Frege to Davidson), Medieval Philosophy, Topics in Greek Philosophy (Aristotle), Modal Logic. History of Modem Philosophy, Topics in Ethics (Virtue Theory), Directed Studies (3 semesters), Directed Dissertation Research.

   

PROFESSIONAL SERVICE: Vice-President of the New Mexico/West Texas Philosophical Society (2008-2009). Preliminary Review of The Great Conversation by Norman Melchert, concluding in July 1997. Preliminary and final review of A Guided Tour of Philosophy by Christopher Biffle, for Mayfield Press, concluding in November, 1997. Invited Reader for Australasian Journal of Philosophy. Invited Reader for Dialogue: Canadian Philosophical Review. Numerous short reviews for the library journal Choice. 

 

DEPARTMENTAL AND COLLEGE SERVICE: Student Awards Committee, Departmental Web Committee Chair, Faculty Liaison to the Neon Stoa Student Philosophy Club, Active Search Committee Member for Departmental Ethicist, Active Search Committee Member for departmental Philosopher of Mind, Colloquium Committee Chair, Liberal Arts Faculty Senator, Program Review Committee (Professional Criminal Justice M.A., 2007).

COMMUNITY SERVICE: Residential Closings Think Tank for City Center Project, Las Vegas, June 2009; Latino Chamber of Commerce “Take a kid to work day” mentor.
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