PAPER ASSIGNMENT #1: PEIRCE AND JAMES ON TRUTH 
PHILOSOPHY 406


WILBURN

Focusing on Peirce’s “How to Make Our Ideas Clear” (sec. 4) and “The Fixation of Belief” (pp. 20 ff. in Menand); and any relevant sections of James’ “Pragmatism’s Conception of Truth,” compare what these two authors say about the notion of “reality.” 

What are their similarities and differences? In particular:
(1) Do they hold the same position, or is one more radically “pragmatist” than the other? Explain.
(2) Which of these two views do you find to be the more acceptable? Explain. 
