A Preview of the Mid-Term Examination

History 447 / 647
The exam will test your knowledge on both the lectures and the readings up to but not including the February Revolution  There will be three parts to the exam, as outlined below, all of them objectively exciting. Please note that as I am providing you ahead of time with much of the information that will appear on the exam, your performance should reflect considerable thought and engagement. 

PART ONE:  Short answers (30 points). This section will involve questions in response to which you will offer brief, essentially factual information. 

PART  TWO:  Reverse Identifications (20 points).  In this section I will provide you with a statement that represents the essence of the outlook of one or another person, social group, or political party.  You will then identify the appropriate speaker.  For example, let's say I provide you with the following: "I am convinced that left to their own devices, workers will only develop trade-union consciousness and therefore need a group of professional revolutionaries to lead them."  You then write "V. I. Lenin." Here, too, I will be focusing on the major figures and groups of the period under discussion and will not pick obscure, minor figures. 

PART THREE:  Historical Connections, or Triads (50 points).  In this section, you will be presented with several triads – groups of three people, concepts, and/or events.  In each case, you will be expected to write a paragraph – you might also think of it as a short essay – on the historical relationship among these three items. Do not treat each item in isolation, but instead think about what it is that binds them together, the thread that runs through all of them, the way in which they are connected to one another.  The best answer will state at the outset, in what amounts to a thesis statement, the relation ship between the three items, preferably without using vague terms like "led" ("this led to that") and without stating "these are related because...". Specific evidence should be provided in support of broad interpretive statements. Try to go beyond the obvious and "minimalist" answer in each case, and indeed think of these triads as an opportunity to show me the depths and scope of your knowledge.  You will be asked to write on triads. There will be some degree of choice, and all of the triads used on the exam itself will come from the list below (though not all of the triads here will actually appear on the exam): 

	
	
	

	Consciousness

Spontaneity

Revolution of 1905
	Fundamental Laws (1906)

October Manifesto

Manifesto f 3 June 1907
	K. Pobedonostsev

Nicholas II

Petr Stolypin



	Terrorism

Peasants

Marxism


	Landed  nobility

Petr Stolypin

Peasantry
	Richard Pipes

Ronald Suny

Peter Holquist


GUIDELINES AND ADVICE
Requirements for the exam:
1. Bring your own pen(s) and paper for the exam.  

2.  Put your name on the exam. Exams without names will immediately be recycled out of concern for the environment. 

3. Arrive at the exam on time. Arriving late tends to disrupt other students, and you may also miss important instructions. 

Some pointers:
1. Look at the point distribution of the exam.  This will tell you approximately how much attention I think you should devote to each portion of the test. 

2. The best answers will draw on my lectures and the various readings (where applicable).  

3. The more you can interpret and analyze, the better. This doesn't mean coming up with your own historical theories, but you want to think in terms of independent thought, rather than regurgitation. 

4. Focus on what you know, not what you don't. 

5.  Though I know you will be under pressure, choose your words and metaphors carefully. Remember that the idea on the exam is to communicate with me as effectively and clearly as possible.

6.  Since I have provided you with much material ahead of time, please make sure that you read those questions and the accompanying instructions very carefully.  Use the opportunity I have given you to think about the material and to prepare yourself to write a good exam. 

Things that doom an exam:
1. Bad handwriting.  I have to read a lot of these exams, so try to make your text as legible as possible.

2. Vague statements.  Make sure that what you assert says something definitive. It does no good to say that there was "some kind of relationship" between the industrialization and worker radicalization, unless you go on to articulate what exactly that relationship is.

3. Failure to provide evidence.  You don't want to overwhelm me with details, but your answers must be grounded in the historical material. If you make some sort of claim, make sure that you provide evidence to support it. 

