Lecture Guide #1

Basics for History 100: Revolutions & Constitutions
A. Revolutions (and Wars) Addressed in this Course: 

The United States


I. The American Revolution (1776)


II. The American War of Independence (1775-1783)

Russia


I. The "Revolution of 1905"


II. The February Revolution (1917)


III. The October Revolution (1917)


IV. The Russian Civil War (1918-1921)

Persia / Iran


I. The Constitutional Revolution (1906-1911)


II. The Islamic Revolution (1978-1979)


III. The Iran-Iraq War (1980-1988)

B. Constitutional Documents Addressed in this Course:

The United States


I. English Declaration of Rights (1689)


II. Declaration of Independence (1776)


III. Articles of the Confederation (1781)


IV. The US Constitution (1787)


V. Bill of Rights = 1st ten amendments (1791)


VI. Amendments 11-27 (various dates)

Russia & the USSR


I. The Fundamental Laws of 23 April 1906


II. The Constitution of the RSFSR (1918)


III. The Constitution of the USSR (1924)


IV. The Stalin Constitution (1936)

Persia & the Islamic Republic of Iran


I. Constitution of 1906


II. Constitution of the Islamic Republic (1979)


III. Modifications to the Constitution (1989)

Autocracy (autos = self; kratos = strength) = independent, self-derived power; uncontrolled authority; monarchy rooted in claim of absolute right.

Monarchy (monos = one; and archien = to rule) = In principle, a government in which a single person is sovereign.

Republic (res = thing, affair; publicus = public) = a state in which sovereign power resides in a certain body of the people (the electorate) and is exercised by representatives elected by them.

Sovereignty (sover = "super", above ) = supreme political power or authority; supremacy in respect of power, domination, or rank

Federation = a sovereign state formed by union, treaty, or covenant; implies some retention of powers by local entities

Confederation = a body of independent states permanently united for joint action; usually involves a permanent union of sovereign states for common action in relation to externals

Constitution  = the system or body of fundamental principles according to which a nation, state, or body politic is constituted & governed

A Declaration of the Estates of Scotland (11 April 1689) wrote of James II that he "did by the advice of wicked and evil counsellers invade the fundamental constitution of the kingdom, and altered it from a legal limited monarchy, to an arbitrary despotick power."

Bolingbroke in 1730s: "By Constitution We mean ... that Assemblage of Laws, Institutions and Customs, derived from certain fix'd Principles of Reason ... that compose the general System, according to which the Community hath agreed to be govern'd."
Revolution

Oxford English Dictionary: "A complete overthrow of the established government or state by those who were previously subject to it; a forcible substitution of a new ruler or form of government."

Soviet dictionary (Ozhegov): "A fundamental overturning in the life of a society that leads to the liquidation of an obsolete social and political order and transfers power into the hands of the foremost class."
