
ESSAY EXAM QUESTIONS 
(FINAL EXAM) 
HISTORY 100 

 
Instructions: The procedure for the final exam is the same as it was for the earlier exams, with three 
notable exceptions. First, I offer three possible essay questions rather than two. As before, you should 
choose and write on ONE of them. Second, the essay for the final exam should be slightly longer than in 
previous cases (four pages vs. three). Finally, every essay must address at least two of the three cases we 
have considered in this course (the US, Russia, and Iran). You may address all three if you wish, but at a 
minimum you must address two. Consider carefully which two (at a minimum) you wish to address, 
since this choice will undoubtedly affect the quality of your essay. In each case, do not treat the two cases 
in complete isolation, as if they had nothing to do with one another. Instead, compare and contrast them 
as a way of producing a better answer to the question.  
 In writing your essay, be absolutely certain that 1) your essay actually answers the question being 
posed; and 2) you deploy the course’s required readings (and not just notes from the lecture) in making 
your case. The failure to answer the question has been a major weakness of earlier essays in this course. 
In the case of each paragraph, the topic sentence should relate the content of the paragraph to your answer 
to the question being posed. You may find it useful or necessary to recount a set of specific facts in your 
essay, but you need to be sure that the connection between those facts and your answer to the question is 
articulated explicitly. If your essay does not answer the question it will be downgraded substantially. A 
similar problem involves students’ failure to use the required readings in writing their essays. No essay 
can be fully acceptable if it fails to incorporate and engage with the main sources for this course. The 
ability to deploy readings in your own written work represents one of the critical skills that the exam is 
designed to promote. You should be sure to consider all of the evidence available to you in constructing 
your answer, though of course only some of it will actually be included. 

 
QUESTION #1. Crises of the Old Regime(s).  New ideologies and ways of thinking were 
crucial to the appearance of new regimes in the United States, Bolshevik Russia, and 
Revolutionary Iran. But equally important in each case was the crisis facing the old regime. 
Addressing at least two of the three cases considered in this course (British America, Tsarist 
Russia, or the Shah's Iran), write an essay considering the nature of the crisis facing the old 
regime in the last several decades of its existence. What were the principal problems facing the 
regime? To what extent had the regime itself created those problems? How, specifically, was the 
regime's response to those problems inadequate? How did the response actually help to 
precipitate a crisis sufficiently great to cause revolution? You should avoid the temptation to 
conclude that the old regime was oppressive and people therefore simply became fed up and 
revolted. It should be clear by this point that the dynamics in each case were more complicated 
than that.   
 
QUESTION #2. The Purpose of the Revolutionary State. The revolutions considered in this 
course resulted in new forms of government that were designed, to varying degrees, to perform 
new functions. Write an essay that analyzes how the leaders of the new regimes understood the 
purpose of the state they were creating.  Whom or what purpose was the new state designed to 
serve? What specific functions did revolutionaries believe the state should fulfill? To what extent 
did the purpose of the state under the new regime depart from its purpose under the old? From 
what or whom did they claim to derive their power and authority? How did the constitutions they 
produced reflect these views? In constructing your answer, be sure to consider at least two of the 
cases considered in the course, focusing primarily on the new regime that came into existence 
because of the given revolution. 
 
 



QUESTION #3. Revolutionary Leadership. The leadership provided by particular individuals 
in each of the cases we have considered was important for both the overthrow of the old regime 
and the creation of the new one. Yet it would surely be inaccurate to say that what leaders did was 
the same in each case or that their leadership was equally significant in each case. Considering at 
least two specific cases, write an essay addressing the impact of revolutionary leadership on the 
course and outcome of the revolutions we have considered. To what extent were particular people 
indispensable both to the success of the revolution and the particular direction in which the 
revolution went thereafter? To what extent were those leaders simply responding to or reflecting 
larger forces essentially beyond their control? Answering this question will almost surely involve 
identifying and discussing specific people who provided revolutionary leadership. 

 
 
Sources in this course. For your handy reference, I have included a list of all the sources (both primary 
and secondary) that we have used in this course. It is not my expectation that all of these sources will 
appear in your essay or even all that pertain to one particular case. But the failure to include a source with 
obvious significance for the given question will be treated accordingly—i.e., harshly.  
 

 
Wood, American Revolution 

 

 
Locke, Second Treatise 

 
English Declaration of Rights 

 
Declaration of Independence 

 

 
Articles of the Confederation 

 
Federalist no. 41 (Madison) 

 
Second Essay by "Brutus" 

 

 
US Constitution 

 

 
Abraham Lincoln documents 

 
 

Douglass on 14th & 15 amend. 
 

Synopsis of Nevada 
Constitution 

 

 
Weinberg & Bernstein, 
Revolutionary Russia  

 
 

Pobedonostsev on Democracy 
 

 
Fundamental Laws of 1906 

 

 
Soviet Constitutions (1918 & 

1924) 
 

 
Lenin, State & Revolution 

 

 
Stalin on 1936 constitution 

 

 
Keddie on comparative revolutions 

 
Elton Daniel on last Shah 

 

 
Khomeini, Islamic Government 

 
Abrahamian on populism 

 
Constitution of Iran (1979) 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 



General guidelines & advice. The basic idea of this exercise and the standards by which it will be 
assessed are the same as in previous exams. It should be immediately apparent that these questions are 
complex and need to be answered by including a range of factors and issues. The space allotted for your 
answer is nonetheless quite limited. This means that you will have to think very carefully about 
organization and about which issues are truly important to answering the question and which are of only 
secondary significance. You will also need to distill your main ideas to their quintessence, while also 
choosing evidence that is both succinct and effective. In short, doing this well will involve a good deal of 
work, so you should be sure to allot yourself an appropriate amount of time. The instructor and the TAs 
for this course are here to aid you, if you wish to discuss particular ideas or conjectures.  
 
Formal Requirements: Make sure that your essay fulfills all the formal requirements listed below.  
 

* The essay should be around 4 pages in length. That means absolutely no less than 3 pages, but not 
more than 5.  

* The text should be double-spaced, with 1-inch margins on all sides. Attempts to inflate the size of the 
essay artificially with triple-space, large margins, huge font, etc., will be treated accordingly (i.e. in 
a most savage, brutal, ruthless & uncompromising manner). 

* Pages must be numbered.  
* Your name, the name of your TA, and THE NUMBER OF THE QUESTION YOU ARE 

ANSWERING must appear in the upper right-hand corner of the essay.  
* Your essay must have an expressive title. There is no need for a title page. Simply put your title at the 

top of the first page. 
* Your essay must be typed or computer-printed. Handwritten documents will not be accepted.  
* As concerns citations: Page references to sources should take the shortest form possible, for example: 

(Weinberg, 75), (Wood, 64), (Keddie, 55), etc. For longer titles use the following: "FL" = 
Fundamental Laws, "Manifesto" = October Manifesto, "Islamic Gov't"= Islamic Government by 
Khomeini, etc. When referring to constitutions, simply make the reference clear from the text, 
adding the article number. For example: The Iranian constitution of 1979 states explicitly that the 
people of Iran should learn Arabic (art. 16). If you wish to make specific reference to a piece of 
information related in lecture, you may write (lecture, 10/25) = lecture of October 25. The idea here 
is to keep citations clear without having them clutter up the body of the text.  

* Your exam essay should reflect your own thinking and writing. Discussing the issues in the 
question(s) with others in the class is acceptable, but the final written product should be your own. 
Please bear in mind that the instructors of this course take the issue of academic honesty very 
seriously and will keep vigilant watch for examples of plagiarism. In the case of a violation of 
academic honesty, you may be failed in the course and formal proceedings against you will be 
initiated. 

 
 
Things that doom essays (pay close attention here!) 
 
• Absence of a good, revealing title.  
• Failure to articulate some kind of idea or thesis at the outset. 
• An attempt to retell the story of a given revolution in narrative form (this simply is not possible). 
• Absence of a good topic sentence for each paragraph. 
• Absence of paragraphs.  
• Failure to include sources from which information is taken (this is plagiarism, and it will be dealt 

with severely). 
• Failure to deploy sufficiently the required readings for this course.  
• Failure to proofread.  
• Starting the paper the night before it is due (this almost guarantees ignominious failure) 


