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CURRENT POSITION

Assistant Professor, Department of Philosophy, University of Nevada, Las Vegas, 2006-

PREVIOUS POSITIONS

Yale University, Department of Philosophy, 2005-2006 (Visiting Position)

The University of Michigan, Ann Arbor, Department of Philosophy, 2004-2005 (Visiting Position)

The College of William and Mary, Department of Philosophy, 2001-2004 (Visiting Position)
AREAS OF SPECIALIZATION

Philosophy of Language, Philosophical Logic, Metaphysics

AREAS OF COMPETENCE
Philosophy of Mind, Philosophy of Science, Logic, Epistemology, History of Analytic Philosophy

EDUCATION

Ph.D., The University of Michigan (Philosophy), 2001
B.A., Amherst College (Philosophy, Physics), 1987
(Magnacumlaude Honors in Philosophy)
PUBLICATIONS

“The Pathology of Validity,” (with Bradley Armour-Garb) Synthese 160: 63-74.

“Liars, Truthtellers, and Naysayers: A Broader View of Semantic Pathology,” (with Bradley
Armour-Garb) Language Conmunication. (Forthcoming)

“Dialetheism, Semantic Pathology, and the Open Pair,” (with Bradley Armour-Garb) Audralasan
Joumnal of Philosophy84: 395-416.

“Semantic Pathology and the Open Pair,” (with Bradley Armour-Garb) Philosophyand
Phenonenological Research 71(3): 695-703.

“Propositions as Semantic Pretense,” Language& Communication 26: 343-355.

“Truth as a Pretense,” in Fictionalismin Metaphysics, ed. Mark Kalderon, pp. 134-177
(Oxford: Oxford University Press, 2005).

“A Neglected Dimension of Semantic Pathology,” Logica Yearbook2004 pp. 277-292 (Prague:
Filosofia, Institute of Philosophy, Academy of Sciences of the Czech Republic).

“Deflationism and the Generalization Problem,” Logica Yearbook2003 pp. 285-297 (Prague:
Filosofia, Institute of Philosophy, Academy of Sciences of the Czech Republic).
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PUBLICATIONS (continued)

“Curried Katz with Epimenidean Dilemma,” (with Bradley Armour-Garb) The Philosophical
Forum34: 351-366.

“F.J.E. Woodbridge,” in Dictionary of Mode'n American Philosophes, 18631960,4 vols., ed. John
R. Shook, €t al., vol. 4, pp. 2641-2646, (Bristol: Thoemmes Press, 2005).

WORK IN PROGRESS
“Linguistic Puzzles and Semantic Pretense.” (With Bradley Armour-Garb)
“Reply to Goldstein.” (With Bradley Armour-Garb)
“Reply to Lopez De Sa and Zardini.” (With Bradley Armour-Garb)
“Negation and Non-Assertoric Denial.” (With Bradley Armour-Garb)
“The Story about Propositions.” (With Bradley Armour-Garb)
Samantic Pathology and Semantic Fictionalism. (Monograph, with Bradley Armour-Garb)

“Folk Psychology as Fiction.”

INVITED TALKS
“The Story about Propositions.”
University of Nevada, Las Vegas, NV, April 2007.
“From Semantic Pathology to Semantic Pretense.”

University of Victoria, Victoria, BC, February 2006.
Texas Tech University, Lubbock, TX, January 2006.
University of Nevada, Las Vegas, NV, January 2006.
Concordia University, Montreal, QC, January 2006.

“Liars, Truthtellers, and Naysayers: A New View of Semantic Pathology.”

The University of Kansas, Lawrence, KS, March 2005.
Wayne State University, Detroit, MI, January 2005.

“Truth, Pathology, and Pretense.”

Universiteit Leiden, The Netherlands, August 2004.
“Liars and Truthtellers: Semantic Pathology and Semantic Pretense.”

The College of William and Mary, Williamsburg, VA, November 2003.
“Propositions as Semantic Pretense.”

The College of William and Mary, Williamsburg, VA, October 2002.
University of Virginia, Charlottesville, VA, September 2002.

“Truth as a Pretense.”

The University at Albany/SUNY, Albany, NY, February 2002.
The College of William and Mary, Williamsburg, VA, October 2001.
Haverford College, Haverford, PA, February 2001.

“Deflationism about Truth.”

Amherst College, Amherst, MA, May 2001.
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CONFERENCES
“Negation and Non-Assertoric Denial.” (With Bradley Armour-Garb)

Workshop on Negation and Denial
Centro de Filosofia da Universidade de Lisboa, Lisbon, Portugal, July 2008.

“Why Propositions Cannot Be (Anything More Than Pretence).” (With Bradley Armour-Garb)

Joint Session of The Aristotelian Society and The Mind Association
University of Bristol, Bristol, England, July 2007.

“The Story about Propositions.” (With Bradley Armour-Garb)

Mimesis, Metaphysics, and Make-Believe: A Conference in Honour of Kendall Walton,
University of Leeds, England, June 2007.

Comments on Glen Hoffmann’s “The Semantic Theory of Truth: Field’s Incompleteness Objection”

American Philosophical Association, Central Division, 104™ Annual Meeting, Chicago, IL,
April 2007.

“The Pathology of Validity.” (With Bradley Armour-Garb)

Society for Exact Philosophy, 33" Annual Meeting, Toronto, ON, Canada, May 2005.
“How (and Why) Not to Take Semantics Seriously.”

Young Scholars Summer Institute, Wissenschaftskolleg zu Berlin, Germany, August 2004.
Invited Discussant

Truth & Realism Conference, University of St. Andrews, Scotland, June 2004.
“A Neglected Dimension of Semantic Pathology.”

18th International Symposium Logica, Hejnice Monastery, Czech Republic, June 2004.
“Deflationism and the Generalization Problem.”

17th International Symposium Logica, Kravsko Chateau, Czech Republic, June 2003.
“Truth as a Pretense.”

2002 Mountain-Plains Philosophy Conference, Las Vegas, NV, October 2002.
Virginia Philosophical Association, 63 Annual Meeting, Richmond, VA, October 2002.

Comments on Lynne Rudder Baker’s “What is this thing called ‘Commonsense Psychology’?”

17th Annual Spring Colloquium in Philosophy: The Epistemology and Metaphysics of
Commonsense Psychology, University of Michigan, Ann Arbor, MI, March 1998.

Comments on Miriam Solomon’s “Social Empiricism as Naturalized Epistemology for Science.”

15th Annual Spring Colloquium in Philosophy: Science, Scientists, and the Philosophy of
Science, University of Michigan, Ann Arbor, MI, March 1996.

Organizer and Chair

13th Annual Spring Colloquium in Philosophy: Rational Choice Theory, University of
Michigan, Ann Arbor, MI, March 1994.
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TEACHING EXPERIENCE
Course Webpages/Syllabi linked at http://faculty.unlv.edu/jwood/#teach
University of Nevada, Las Vegas (2006- )

Philosophy of Language (Fall 2008)

Introduction to Philosophy (Fall 2008)

Theories of Truth (Fall 2007)

Critical Thinking (Fall 2007)

Advanced Logic (Spring 2007, 2008, 2009)

Introduction to Formal Logic (Fall 2006, Spring 2007, 2008, 2009)

Yale University (2005-2006)
Philosophy of Mind (Spring 2006)
Directed Studies II (Spring 2006)
Seminar: Theories of Truth (Fall 2005)
Philosophy of Science (Fall 2005)

The University of Michigan, Ann Arbor (2004-2005)

Seminar: Theories of Truth (Winter 2005)
Language and Mind (Winter 2005)
Problems of Philosophy (Fall 2004)

First Year Seminar: Relativism (Fall 2004)

The College of William and Mary (2001-2004)

Philosophy of Language (Spring 2002, Spring 2004)

Philosophy of Science (Fall 2003)

Freshman Seminar: Relativism (Spring 2003)

Contemporary Metaphysics (Fall 2002)

Symbolic Logic (Fall 2001, Spring 2003)

Introduction to Philosophy (Fall 2001-Fall 2002, Fall 2003, Spring 2004)

ACADEMIC SERVICE
Referee for Philosophical Quarterly, PhilosophesOmprint, and Language Communication.

University of Nevada, Las Vegas, Department of Philosophy: Colloquium Committee, Merit
Committee, Student Awards Committee, Webpage Committee (Chair), Search Committee (Senior
Hire 2006-7), Neon Stoa (Philosophy Club)/Phi Sigma Tau (Honors Society) Advisor, 2006-

The College of William and Mary, Department of Philosophy: Colloquium/Philosophy Club
Committee, Freshman Advising, Honors Thesis Committee (Physics Department), 2002-4.

The University of Michigan, Department of Philosophy: Recruitment Committee (1997-8),
Special Events Committee (1993-4).

PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT
Faculty Seminar: Teaching Freshman Seminars. The College of William and Mary, May 2002.

PROFESSIONAL AFFILIATIONS

American Philosophical Association, The Mind Association
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FELLOWSHIPS, HONORS AND AWARDS

University of Nevada, Las Vegas, College of Liberal Arts:
Summer Research Fellowship, 2007

National Humanities Center/Wissenschaftskolleg zu Berlin:
European-American Young Scholars Summer Institute, 2003 and 2004

Andrew W. Mellon Dissertation Fellowship, 1996-7

Charles L. Stevenson Prize, for excellence in the Graduate Program in Philosophy, 1995-6
(Awarded by the University of Michigan Philosophy Department)

National Science Foundation Fellowship Honorable Mention, 1992

Jacob K. Javits Fellowship, 1990-4
(Awarded by the United States Department of Education)

Phi Beta Kappa, 1986

EMPLOYMENT OUTSIDE PHILOSOPHY

Research Technician at the Harvard School of Public Health Physiology Dept., Respiratory
Biology Program, 1988-90

Publications:

“Intercostal muscle action inferred from finite-element analysis,” Journal of Applied Physiology
70(6):2712-2718, 1991 (Stephen H. Loring and James A. Woodbridge).

“Action of human respiratory muscles inferred from finite element analysis of rib cage,” Journal of
Applied Physiology 72(4):1461-1465, 1992 (Stephen H. Loring (with James A. Woodbridge)).
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CURRENT RESEARCH PROGRAMS

Metaphysics, philosophical logic, philosophy of language, and philosophy of mind
investigate a collection of issues that I see as connected on two different levels. The first
pertains to the ways some of their central questions intersect. Recent deflationary analyses
prompt metaphysical questions about truth and the other semantic notions. Related concerns
arise from philosophical logic’s examination of the semantic paradoxes, such as the liar, and
their resistance to solution. Similar paradoxes of non-existence bolster traditional
metaphysical worries about abstracta, in current debates about the ontological status of
fictional characters and other imaginary objects. These issues connect with philosophy of
language’s concerns about reference failure in discourse about fiction, and about the general
problem that empty names pose for a causal, or any direct or non-descriptivist, theory of
reference. The foregoing issues in metaphysics and philosophical logic also bear on the
status of truth-conditional/referential theories of meaning versus use-based alternatives.
They further intersect with debates about the robustness of meaning, including whether there
are meaning entities, such as propositions. In philosophy of mind, these questions about the
nature or even existence of propositions generate concerns about the nature of belief and the
other intentional attitudes, and about mental content and psychological explanation.

The second level of connection that I see between the various issues I pursue in my
research concerns what I consider a fruitful approach for attempts to resolve them. I see a
particular fictionalist strategy as offering significant advances throughout our theorizing
about these different issues. This strategy is most prominent in my monograph, Truth asa
Pretense, where I explain truth-talk as an instance of semantic pretense. This non-error-
theoretic, fictionalist approach accounts for fragments of discourse in terms of games of
make-believe. For truth-talk, the relevant game involves pretend attributions of a pretend
property (truth) to pretend objects (propositions); the game’s rules make truth-talk an
indirect means of asserting certain serious (non-semantic) claims we cannot make directly.
The overall result is a new formulation of deflationism, one that retains the advantages of
this approach while avoiding various logical problems that confront its current formulations.

This fictionalist strategy has further application in my collaborative research with
Bradley Armour-Garb. Our work takes off from concerns about the semantic paradoxes, but
we see them as only one aspect of semantic pathology, a broader phenomenon that manifests
in two different symptoms: inconsistency (as in liar sentences) and indeterminacy (as in
truth-teller sentences). Moreover, this dual-symptom pattern extends beyond the semantic
notions, to what we call philosophical pathology, infecting knowledge, validity, rationality,
assertibility, and permission/obligation. At least for the semantic domain, we extend the
approach my fictionalist account of truth takes to that concept’s pathology. Unlike the
standard approaches, this one diagnoses and treats both of its symptoms. It explains them
both as occurring only in purely pretend claims whose contents do not reach beyond the
pretense behind the notion of truth. This suggests a dialetheic treatment of the inconsistency,
the resulting non-classical logic being a special case of the paraconsistent understanding we
already have of the logic of fiction. More significantly, the pretense view also provides a
treatment for the indeterminacy, since it allows for an arbitrary, stipulative resolution. While
such a resolution is ad hog with fictionalism, as opposed to a realist approach, the ad hocery
is benign. Here, stipulation amounts to extending a fiction in one way rather than another.

My other, more nascent projects include a defense of this fictionalist strategy as
applied to discourse ostensibly about fictional or non-existent objects, and an extension of it
to talk that seems to implicate propositions. The latter then leads to fictionalist accounts of
both folk psychology and linguistic content attributions. The first might build on Daniel
Dennett’s intentional stance, the second on Wilfrid Sellars’s inferentialism and linguistic
nominalism.



