A Book Report: New Worlds for All

By

Steve Battreall

Veni. Vidi. Mutatus. This would have been Caesar’s famous quote had he landed in America during the colonial era. I came. I saw. I changed.

Change is the theme of the book “New Worlds for All.” The Europeans changed. The Natives changed. The land itself changed. They all became what we now call America and Americans. The theme of the introduction in this book is that Europeans and Natives had to change in order to survive. Europeans had to adapt Indian ways to survive the wilderness of the land. The Indians had to adapt to European ways to survive the greed and numbers of the Europeans.

Change usually implies there was something wrong in the first place; otherwise why change it. Most children in the intermediate grades can relate to change in their daily lives. They are getting taller every year. They are reading better. They like different things now than they did a few short years ago. They understand the change in the seasons. Some can relate to the changing of schools and friends. The text’s content can show students how change can be both good and bad. 

The theme of chapter one “Imagining and Creating a New World,” is how the different peoples viewed the change that was occurring when Europeans and Indians were brought together. An example mentioned in this chapter is when the Europeans brought over grazing animals. They saw this new land with lots of lush green landscape as a good thing. The Indians saw these animals trample the grasses and compacting the soil and breaking down the vegetation. This caused gullies and runoffs. The deer diminished and the land turned to desert. 

This chapter can show students how change, at its surface, can appear to be a good thing. But, it must occur carefully and slowly so not to disrupt the good that is already there. They can relate to the change that has occurred very recently to Las Vegas. It is good that lots of casinos are opening up and creating jobs for their moms and dads. But what about the water shortage and the pollution created by all the cars?

The theme of chapter two “Healing and Disease,” explains how good and bad change affected both sides. The combined healing knowledge of Europeans and Indians created a better health for both sides. The deadly diseases brought over by Europeans created a mass diminishing of Indian numbers.

This chapter can show students how putting together many good minds and good ideas can bring about even better ideas. Showing how the Indians were good at using plants to help heal wounds and snake bites and the Europeans were good at establishing hospitals with trained medical personnel would give students an understanding of the benefits of having different cultures in one society. 

On the flip side, this chapter can show students how putting together two things can bring about terrible consequences. Even though the Europeans didn’t intend to bring their diseases and kill millions of Indians, it happened. Students should be able to visualize the possibilities of change. In current life, analogies can be made like the building of a swimming pool. The intent was to have a nice place to swim. The result could be a drowning of a loved one.

Other chapters in this book describe the changes made in housing, food, clothes, religion, warfare, politics and every other aspect of life. All of these changes occurred when one group of people came over and lived with another group of people. What developed were not two groups of people but a brand new group of people called Americans. I’d like to think that the best parts of these two peoples melted together and a newer, better people evolved. But realistically I know better. What emerged were just a different people. For better of for worse this new culture evolved.

I am not sure students in the elementary level can truly grasp the philosophical aspects of this phenomenon. I am not sure I can grasp it. But it is history, and it did happen. I would try to explain it to them is this way.

A blue crayon, living in Europe, a blue country, decided to explore the world. He liked his world. He liked being blue. His people colored the skies and the oceans. But still he wanted to explore.

On the other side of the world, a yellow crayon, living in a yellow country, liked where he lived. He liked being yellow. His people colored the sun and the corn. He was happy.

The blue crayon got on a boat and sailed to the yellow country. He liked what he saw. It was beautiful. When he stepped onto the yellow country he noticed the land changed to green. He wanted to color it blue, but everywhere he stepped it turned green.

The yellow crayon saw this and was amazed. He wanted his yellow land back but it stayed green. Pretty soon a green crayon appeared out of nowhere. The green crayon was happy. He liked being green. He colored the grass and the trees. 

Soon the whole land was green. All the crayons were green; all but two. The blue crayon and the yellow crayon were sad that everything had changed. But they were still able to color the skies and the oceans blue and the sun and the corn yellow. 

