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Scott Abella, Ph.D.
Scott is an Assistant Research Professor jointly
appointed by the UNLV Public Lands Institute
and the School of Life Sciences. Scott holds a B.S.
in Natural Resources Management (Grand
Valley State University), aM.S. in Forest
Resources (Clemson University), and a Ph.D. in
Forest Science with an emphasis in Restoration
Ecology (Northern Arizona University). Before
working with UNLV, Scott worked with the
Ecological Restoration Institute in Flagstaff,
Arizona. In his current position, Scott
coordinates research activities conducted
through cooperative agreements with the
National Park Service and the Bureau of Land
Management, teaches a UNLV course in
Restoration Ecology, and conducts research in
restoration ecology and plant ecologyHe has
published more than 27 peer-reviewed scientific
articles.

Cayenne Engel, M.S.
Cayenne is a Research Assistant with the
UNLV Public Lands Institute. Cayenne

holds a B.A. in Environmental Science
(Agnes Scott University) and a M.S. in
Ecology and Evolutionary Biology
(University of Tennessee). Cayenne studied
plant community responses to global
climate change for her thesis project.
With UNLV, Cayenne conducts research
on plant community succession following
fire, rare plant habitat restoration, soil
seed banks, and on a variety of other
projects in the Mojave Desert.

Dianne Bangle, B.S.

Dianne is a Research Assistant with the

UNLYV Public Lands Institute. Dianne
holds a B.S. in Biology from UNLV with
an emphasis in Ecology and Evolution. In

her current position, Dianne conducts
botanical surveys, rare plant monitoring,
and research projects on rare plants and

invasive species ecology in the Mojave

Desert. Dianne’s expertise was recently
sought for a classification of a rare plant

species as an endangered species in the

Mojave Deser.

Jill Craig, M.S.

Jill is a Research Assistant with the UNLV
Public Lands Institute. Jill holds a B.S. in
Natural Resources and Environmental
Studies (University of
Minnesota) and a M.S. in Landscape
Architecture with a focus on Restoration
Ecology (University of Wisconsin). For
her graduate research, Jill studied plant
community structure and composition of
Midwestern tallgrass prairies. Three
projects that Jill is working on in her
current position are, studying plant
community invasibility by exotic annual
grasses, measuring population dynamics of
barrel cactus, and inventorying mountain
spring ecosystems.




Jessica Spencer, B.A.

Jessica is a Research Assistant with the

UNLYV Public Lands Institute. Jessica
holds a B.A. from Emory University in
Chemistry and Human and Natural
Ecology. She previously worked in the
Bahamas at a U.S. Navy facility and with
the U.S. Geological Survey in California
and Nevada. In her current position,
Jessica leads surveys of exotic species

distributions throughout Clark County

and provides botanical expertise on a wide

variety of projects. She recently

completed a GIS analysis of exotic species-

soil relationships in Clark County.

Chris Roberts, B.S.

Chris is a Graduate Research Assistant with
the UNLV Public Lands Institute and the
School of Life Sciences. Chris holds a B.S. i
Wildlife and Fisheries Sciences from
Eastern New Mexico University. Chris has
worked with the Jornada and Sevilleta
Long-Term Ecological Research sites where
he conducted a variety of botanical surveys
and ecological research projects. For his
thesis project, Chris is studying long-term
vegetation change at Lake Mead National
Recreation Area.

Alexis Suazo, M.S.

Alex is a Research Assistant with the
UNLYV Public Lands Institute. He holds a
B.S. and a M.S. in Biology from the
University of Central Florida. For his
graduate project, Alex evaluated responses
of small mammals to fire and habitat
restoration in coastal scrub of eastern

Florida. Prior to working with UNLV,
Alex worked at the Shortgrass Steppe
Long-Term Ecological Research site. In
his current position, Alex is surveying
insect species in rare plant habitat and
initiating several new research projects.

Donovan Craig, M.S.
Donovan is a Research Assistant with the
UNLV Public Lands Institute. Donovan
holds a B.S. in Range Science and
Environmental Management (South Dakota
State University) and a M.S. in Natural
Resources Management (North Dakota
State University). He has worked with the
USDA Agricultural Research Service and
more recently with a private consulting
company. In his current position, Donovan
is conducting research funded by the Joint
Fire Science program on fire ecology and
plant community invasibility.




